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Earl: The EE/CA for the Avery Landing Site, Avery Idaho developed by Golder& Associates 
for the Potlatch Corporation has been reviewed by both Kreg Beck and I. We have two levels of 
review. I hope points from both will be useful to EPA and Potlatch. In the way of the 'big 
picture" review, we must state that the selection of alternative B as the preferred alternative is not 
supported by the facts presented in the EE/CA. The EE/CA in discussion of the existing data in 
chapter 3 (p. 30, 32 and others)clearly refers to a "sheen" that develops on the St. Joe River 
during low discharge periods when the Bunker C oil in the groundwater system is thought to get 
under the existing barrier system. The report also refers to "free product" on the groundwater at 
locations on the site (Chapter 3; p 15). Petroleum sheen is "floating and deleterious material" as 
defined and prohibited in IDAPA 58.01.02.200.05 of the Water Quality Standards. The EE/CA in 
chapter 5 (p.82) refers to this standard as an ARAR. Free product is not permitted on the 
groundwater by the Water Quality Standards (IDAPA 58.01.02.852.04). This rule is an ARAR 
as well. 

The preferred alternative (B) would not abate the release of sheen to the St. Joe River violating 
the ARAR. The alternative also envisions treating the sheen within the water of the state, the St. 
Joe River. This is not permitted as a long term solution. Although we agree with the wisdom of 
not removing the shoreline sediment contamination and allowing it to naturally attenuate, it is 
difficult to see how this would occur with continued release. The preferred alternative (B) would 
not address the "free product" residual on the ground water violating the free products in 
groundwater ARAR. 

Since the alternative fails to sufficiently satisfy the ARARs, it is not appropriate. We would 
recommend that at a minimum, Alternative C-2. The barrier wall must be at least patched to 
abate low discharge release of petroleum to the St. Joe River. The groundwater must be treated 
in some form to remove free product. This might be as low tech as absorbent pads or "socks" 
installed in one recovery well on the upland and a second near the end of the barrier wall. As this 
is accomplished environmental covenants restricting groundwater use and full time residency are 
appropriate institutional controls, but alone without release abatement AND recovery violate the 
two ARARs. 

Specific Comments: 

Chapter 3 is difficult to follow at times because it is a mix of methodologies, results and some 
interpretation. It might be better to reserve all methods to a site investigation report. 

A large amount of effort was placed in a groundwater study, but its subsequent use in the 
document is small. 

"Near shore" appears to have two definitions; the near shore study and near shore sediments, 
these should be better differentiated. 



"Free product" should be defined. Commonly sheen is defined as < 0.1 inch layer, while free 
product is over this thickness. When the document refers to 'free product" is it a greater than 0.1 
inch layer? This is of importance because the water Quality Standards do not permit free product 
to be left unrecovered in the groundwater. 

Were the 'black rocks" along the shore analyzed for petroleum? 

Page 47 refers to diesel and heavy oil in excess to screening levels refers to Table 3-1. Table 3-1 
has diesel and heavy oil as NSA (no screening level available). What were these comparisons 
made to? 

Why was alternative 7 singled out and dismissed. We would agree that it is likely prohibitively 
expensive but why not process it through the criteria as the upper bound of remediation. It would 
surely fail based on cost. 

Hopefully this is a sufficient form of communication of our comments as we are pressed on other issues at 
this time. If not please advise me. 
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